[The Medical Information System Program in urology: what should be considered?].
Medical data processing, introduced in France in 1985 has been compulsory for public hospitals since 1989 and has been tested in private institutions since 1991. A trial is currently underway in the Languedoc-Roussillon region to determine whether medical data processing can be used to modulate the global budget for hospitals and to define a new fees scheme for private clinics. The objective of the first part of this paper is to explain the origins of medical data processing and to understand its mechanisms and limitations. The second part situates medical data processing in the more general context of medicalization of information systems and emphasises the importance of an individual discipline approach for urology.